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This course aims at enabling the students to understand the issues concerning the rights of citizens 
in general and the marginalized groups in particular, and assess the institutional and policy 
measures which have been taken in response to the demands of various movements. Conceptual 
dimensions, international trends and the Indian experience form the contents of the course. 
 
Learning outcomes  

• The study of the course will equip the students with theoretical and conceptual 
understanding of caste, gender, ethnicity and class as distinct categories and their 
interconnections. 

• The course will further analyse socio-economic and political problems of marginalised 
groups in society such as women, Dalits, minorities and adivasis and repercussions of 
globalisation on them. 

• The paper will enhance understanding on the meaning of human rights, 
universalization of human rights and human rights institutions in India. 

• The course will equip students with a conceptual understanding of gender and 
patriarchy, and issues of women’s political participation and rights in India. 

• The paper will enhance knowledge on the concept of sustainable development, and 
national and international programmes and policies on environment. 

 
SYLLABUS OF DSE-10 
 
UNIT – I (10 Hours) 
Human Rights: Meaning and Evolution  

a) Human Rights: Meaning and Evolution 
b) Ancient Indian concept of Human rights  
c) Understanding human rights: four generation of rights 
d) Human Rights and Citizenship Rights 

Unit- II (10 Hours) 

International declaration and covenants 

a) Magna Carta 
b) UN Declarations  
c) Covenants 
d) International court of Justice 

Unit- III (10 hours) 

Human Rights in India  

a) Human Rights and the Indian Constitution 
b)  Human Rights, Laws and Institutions in India; the role of the National 

Human Rights Commission. 
c) Human Rights Movement in India 
d) Consumer Rights: The Consumer Protection Act and grievance redressal 

mechanisms. 

Unit IV- (15 hours) 

Challenges to human rights 

a) Human Rights of Marginalized Groups: Dalits, Adivasis, Women 
b) Tribal, Peasant and Unorganized Workers. 
c) Refugee 
d) Terrorism 38
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Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the 
Examination Branch, University of Delhi, from time to time. 
 
 

NOTE: ‘Research Methodology’ is offered as one of the DSE courses in VI and VII 
Semesters. Students can opt for it either in VI semester or VII semester  
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Learning Objectives  
The course would serve as the first formal introduction to the basics of social science research in 
the specific context of the discipline of Political Science. As an elementary course to introduce the 
students to the fundamentals of research in the study of politics, the purpose of the course is twin-
fold - first, two familiarise students with the different methodologies to study the discipline of politics; 
second, to walk them through the application of these methods through selected texts. By the time 
this course is offered, the students would be familiar with the salient analytical frameworks and 
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